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Introduction

The Council has said there is requirement for around 14ha of employment land by 2033. There 
is currently a shortfall of over 12ha to accommodate future business, industrial or storage use. 
Demand is especially strong for high-quality space in well-connected locations.

KingStanding represents a key opportunity to provide a large scale employment site that 
would stimulate economic growth in the local and regional economy and would go some way 
towards meeting the needs for employment land in the Borough.

Key Opportunities in Tunbridge Wells
The proposed development has three principle aims:

• to provide high-quality employment spaces that have strong connections to nature
• to provide the local area with much needed new business accommodation
• to create a flexible working environment, drawing business with a broad demographic

Tunbridge Wells is an attractive business location with good prospects for growth. However, the Borough faces a 
number of economic challenges; Tunbridge Wells has been losing office and industrial floorspace at a rate that 
exceeds regional averages and there has been limited new development activity. As a result, there is significant 
demand for new accommodation and vacancy levels of both office and industrial space are very low.
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The Site

The site, at Longfield Road, Tunbridge Wells TN2, 
is around 3.5 miles from Royal Tunbridge Wells. 
Overall it is approximately 230 acres, of which 
50 acres is being considered for development. 
The site’s western boundary is shared with 
Kingstanding Way industrial park which contains a 
number of large distribution warehouses and retail 
outlets. Longfield Road extends across its southern 
boundary and provides the primary point of access 
to the site. The A21 (Pembury Bypass) is 300m 
away running parallel with the eastern boundary.

The site lies within the Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB), a national landscape designation, 
and should therefore be considered of high 
sensitivity to change. However, this designation 
has become increasingly dated with the 
adjacent retail parks and the A21 detracting 
from the landscape character and ‘natural 
beauty’ of this part of the AONB. As the site 
is enclosed by the dualling works to the east and 
the business and retail parks to the west, it is 
less sensitive to change than the majority of the 
designated area.
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The Site

1. View looking towards the site across existing industrial park

2. View looking west the from north-east corner of the site showing the gill 
woodland associated with Prowles Gill and the wooded ridge at Appletree 
Wood

3. View looking east from ancient woodland

The working environments we could provide 
would encourage diverse skillsets, a broad 
demographic and varied working styles.

We’ll seek to achieve the maximum number of 
uses from a limited amount of space.

From desk space for freelancers or start-ups, 
to private offices and larger industrial space, 
KingStanding will seek to provide space for 
employers of any size looking to provide jobs in 
Tunbridge Wells.

The working environments we will provide 
encourage diverse skillsets, a broad demographic 
and varied working styles. A variety of different 
sizes and types of tenants will contribute to the 
business community on the park and also to 
Tunbridge Wells and the wider area.

Who will work here?

Map showing regional connectivity
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Links and 
Amenities

Transport Links
Ensuring there is sustainable transport in and around the 
site is a key priority. That is why we are taking the following 
steps:

Highway Improvements - Kent County Council has 
a masterplan to improve conditions on the North Farm 
local road network for all road users. The initial phase of 
the masterplan has been implemented. The proposed 
development will make a financial contribution secured by 
a Section 106 Agreement to assist the delivery of further 
phases of the council’s North Farm masterplan.

Bus Service Improvement - The development 
masterplan layout has been designed to allow a clear 
bus route through the site, forming a loop. The proposed 
development will enhance existing bus services provided 
improved links to Tunbridge Wells town centre, High 
brooms Station and Tunbridge Wells Pembury Hospital 
for the existing local area as well as the proposed 
development.

Parking Provision - Parking standards and provision 
have been agreed with Kent County Council. The provision 
ensures the proposed development meets its parking 
requirements, whilst considering the need to encourage 
sustainable modes of transport.

Cafés and Amenities
At the heart of the site the existing lake will be restored to serve as a focal point for the park whilst 
retaining its wildlife interest and providing capacity for sustainable drainage.

The lake and park will be accessible via public footpaths, accommodating a cafe and general amenities.

Design inspiration for KingStanding

Footpaths and Cycle Routes
The pedestrian paths are proposed adjacent to the ancient woodland. These paths will have a soft, rural 
feel and provide routes both through the site and around the ancient woodland.

Cycle routes will be provided throughout KingStanding in keeping with the sustainable ethos of the 
business park.

Design inspiration for KingStanding Diagram showing existing foot / cycle paths

High Brooms Lower Green

Site

Map showing access route to the site

© Scott Brownrigg Ltd

Figured dimensions only are to be taken 
from this drawing. All dimensions are to be 
checked on site before any work is put in 
hand.
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Enhancing 
Nature

Treatment to the Ancient 
Woodland

The New Woodland

Landscaped Entrance

Protecting and enhancing the 
natural environment 
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Our objectives for the enhancement of the 
ancient woodland are:

• Enhancement and management of the ancient 
woodland

• Maintain a 15 metre buffer zone around the 
ancient woodland.

• Provision of new pedestrian and cycle  routes.
• Allocation of storm water attenuation
• Sustainability 

We propose to:

• Hide some elements but emphasise others so 
that when travelling along the park roads we 
hide car parks but allow views of the buildings 
and mature trees.

• Create layers of vegetation to help screen and 
integrate the buildings in the views from the 
north and north west

• Use the landform/vegetation to enclose and 
screen the parking areas.

The park entrance will play and integral part in 
defining the character of the site and therefore 
must be treated with great sensitivity. The 
design intent is to create  a rolling and stepped 
landform that: 

• Maintains a feeling of generosity of space 
when traveling through the park (parkland 
character of trees in rolling lawns), and

• Hides cars etc. on the access roads

3 Enhance pond

4 Restore woodland edges 
by planting

5 Waymark public right of 
way to Powder Mill and 
enhance route along Gill

6 Enhance woodland edges

7 Establish flower rich neutral 
grassland and reptile 
receptor

8 Waymark public right of 
way alongside Wells Wood

2 Restore damaged ancient 
woodland to benefit 
dormice

1 Enhance margins of fishing 
lake

Typical Section: Access Road, Drainage Swale and Car Park

Typical Section: Kings Standing Wood, Footpath / Cycleway and Plot 10

The site is covered by permanent pasture with woody vegetation around its edges, 
which includes King’s Standing Wood and the woodland along Prowles Gill.  Most 
of the woody vegetation consists of mature trees, largely oak, with a number 
possessing veteran features.  King’s Standing Wood and Prowles Gill are Semi-
Natural Ancient Woodlands.

Along the eastern site boundary there is a recently planted Ancient Woodland 
translocation site created as part of the A21 works.  On site observation suggests 
that the 15m closest to the Site has been planted with native mix woodland.
There are two Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) along the western site boundary.  

The layout of the development has avoided ancient woodland areas of high 
ecological value with a buffer from the edges.

Connections to the wider landscape would be maintained and enhanced. 
Elsewhere within the development wildlife habitat typical of that found within 
this part of the Weald would  be established. This would be integrated with the 
landscape and drainage proposals.

Two grassland fields to the north of the developed area would be retained and 
enhanced including to complement the adjacent woodland margins. 
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Viewpoint 9: View south from the footpath within the Phase 2 area below Appletree Wood.  The recent native woodland planting is prominent in the foreground. 

Kingstanding Business Park can be glimpsed through the trees. The central section of the Phase 1 area, including the woodland at King’s Standing, is visible in the middle 

distance, rising to the wooded ridgeline bordering the A21.
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NOTES:
This drawing is the copyright of Hyland Edgar Driver. It must not be copied or
reproduced without written consent. Only figured dimensions are to be taken
from this drawing. All contractors must visit the site and be responsible for taking
and checking all dimensions related to the works shown on this drawing.
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Viewpoint 1 - Taken from footpath WT190 on eastern boundary of Devils Wood

Viewpoint 1 - Photomontage showing how proposed development sits within the landscape

The below wireframe photomontages illustrate how the proposed masterplan would sit in the wider landscape. The 
images demonstrate the importance of maintaining the tree line to partially screen and integrate the new buildings into the 
surrounding AONB landscape.

3

1

1

2

3

4

2

4
- Our purpose is to make and help create timeless, sustainable and beautiful 
environments that are aspirational to communities. 

- KingStanding endeavours to embrace the natural landscape and its historical 
background to create places appropriate to its context.

- The park will respond to the economic challenges facing Tunbridge Wells by 
providing an attractive business location with good prospects for growth.  

-  KingStanding will attract diverse skillsets and a broad demographic through a 
flexible, contemporary approach to working lifestyle. 

- KingStanding represents a key opportunity to provide a large scale employment site 
that would stimulate economic growth in the local and regional economy and would go 
some way towards meeting the quantitative needs for employment land in the Borough.

- KingStanding serves as a sustainable location for development and natural 
extension to the existing industrial area.

The intention is to submit an application for Outline Planning Permission for the proposed 
development to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council later in the summer. 

We would appreciate your comments on the proposals before we submit a planning 
application to the Council. Please fill out the surveys provided and leave them in the 
ballot box. This will also be available on our website.

A Statement of Community Engagement (SCE) report will be submitted as part of the 
planning application which will report on the engagement activities and the responses 
we receive.

Once a planning application has been submitted Tunbridge Wells Borough Council  will 
also consult stakeholders and residents on the plans. 

Summary

Next Steps

We welcome your feedback...

  


